
P E R S I A

Political
•Structure

•War

•Treaties

•Courts/Laws

•Leaders

•Loyalty to leader

Economic
•State control on 

trade/industry

•Agriculture/Industry 

•Labor systems

•Technology

•International Trade

•Gender 

•Money System

Religion
•Importance on societal 

interaction

•Holy Books

•Beliefs/Teachings

•Sin/Salvation

•Deities

Social
•Family order – patriarchal, 

matriarchal

•Gender Relations – role of 

women, children

•Social Classes – slavery

•Entertainment

•Life Styles

Intellectual/

Arts
•Art and Music

•Writing/

Literature

•Philosophy

•Math/Science

•Education

•Inventions

Area/

Geography
•Location

•Physical

•Movement

•Human/

Environment

• Understand the 

political upheaval 

in Afghanistan 

and the struggles 

its people face:  

Using details 

from the novel, 

explain the major 

political changes 

in Afghanistan 

from 1973-2003.

• Why would Babi

and Laila 

celebrate the 

signing of the 

Geneva Treaty?

• Explain, using 

cultural 

references, why 

Mariam’s father, 

Jalil, would hide 

her and her 

mother away 

from his other 

family?  Research 

the cultural 

habits that 

support his 

response to the 

affair.

• Research the religious 

beliefs and traditions in 

Afghanistan and detail, 

listing evidence from 

the text, how those 

beliefs and traditions 

are revealed in the text.

• Mariam’s mother kills 

herself, what are the 

religious opinions of 

suicide?

• What is a mullah?  

What is the religious 

meaning the burka 

carries?

• Using details from the text, 

what traits does Mariam have 

that would make her a good 

mother?  Refer directly to the 

novel to provide examples of 

times when Mariam acts 

motherly.  Research the 

expectations of gender roles 

in Afghanistan and tie them 

to Mariam’s behavior.  

• Using details from the story, 

discuss Rasheed, Mariam and 

Laila’s relationship and how it 

may illustrate these beliefs.

• Research and 

explain the 

cultural 

significance of 

the giant Buddha 

statues in 

Baymian.  Use 

details from the 

story that 

support their 

cultural/historica

l significance.

• Choose a 

city 

referenced 

in the novel 

and research 

the 

geography 

of that area.  

Discuss the 

location, 

area, 

geography, 

environment

, etc.  

Incorporate 

details from 

the novel to 

support 

what you 

find.

A Thousand Splendid Suns



P E R S I A

Political
•Structure

•War

•Treaties

•Courts/Laws

•Leaders

•Loyalty to leader

Economic
•State control on 

trade/industry

•Agriculture/

Industry 

•Labor systems

•Money System

Religion
•Importance on societal 

interaction

•Holy Books

•Beliefs/Teachings

•Sin/Salvation

•Deities

Social
•Family order –

patriarchal, matriarchal

•Gender Relations – role 

of women, children

•Social Classes – slavery

•Entertainment

Intellectual/Arts
•Art and Music

•Writing/Literature

•Philosophy
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•Education
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Area/
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•Human/

Environment

Identify the 

conspiracies Rex has 

about the US 

government.  

Choose one and 

research its origins 

either confirming 

his suspicions or 

debunking the 

conspiracy.

OR

In Phoenix, the Walls 

family first stayed at 

the “LBJ” 

apartments, and 

Jeannette would 

soon learn to know 

for whom it was 

named (and it’s not 

Lori, Brian, and 

Jeannette). Who was 

“LBJ”? What stance 

did his 

administration have 

on poverty? How 

effective was his 

policy?

• Research 

poverty in the 

United States 

and provide a 

definition for it.  

Detail things 

such as which 

states have the 

highest rates of 

poverty, how 

many families 

and children live 

in poverty.  

Using details 

from the novel, 

discuss the 

culture of 

poverty as it 

relates to the 

Wells family.

• The Walls family is 

not a religious family, 

yet they hold true to 

a strict set of beliefs.  

Identify and explain 

three beliefs or 

teachings Rose Mary 

and Rex adhere to as 

a means of justifying 

how they are living 

and raising their 

children.  Use details 

from the novel to 

support your answer.  

Include various 

maxims (a short, 

pithy statement 

expressing a general 

truth or rule of 

conduct) that 

reinforce their 

beliefs.

• Research parenting 

skills/expectations 

parents are taught in 

the US.  Write about 

them then evaluate 

the parenting style of 

Rose Mary and 

whether she satisfies 

the traditional role of 

mother.  Use details 

from the novel to 

support your answer.  

• Similarly, research 

traditional roles of the 

father and the 

husband in the US 

then write about them 

and evaluate the 

parenting style of Rex 

and whether he lives 

up to those 

expectations.  Use 

details from the novel 

to support your 

answer.

Trace the references to art, 

literature, writing, philosophy, 

math/science, 

education/inventions in the 

novel.  Choose 2 of these 

references  and identify their 

connection to the idea of 

nonconformity.  Then explain 

how the Walls’s nonconformist 

ideas about these topics 

contributes to their fate as a 

family or individually.

OR

In Phoenix, Rex and Rose Mary 

listen to a song entitled “The 

Streets of Laredo”. What genre of 

music is that song? In Welch, 

Rose Mary gets a ride to her 

teaching job in Davy with a 

woman who plays Barbara 

Mandrell songs in the car. What 

genre of music are those songs? 

Compare and contrast those two 

genres. How do people  come to 

like different kinds of music (and 

by extension, art)?

• Choose a city 

referenced in 

the novel and 

research the 

geography of 

that area.  

Discuss the 

location, area, 

geography, 

environment, 

etc.  

Incorporate 

details from 

the novel  to 

support what 

you find.

The Glass Castle



A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini

�PDF Link:  

http://www.kkoworld.com/kitablar/Xaled_Xosseyni_Shefe

q_sachan_min_gunesh_eng.pdf

Book Option #1

The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls

� PDF Link: 

http://www.houstonisd.org/cms/lib2/TX01001591/Ce

ntricity/Domain/17638/The_Glass_Castle.pdf

Book Option #2

� The due date for the assignment is August 30th

� The assignment is worth 1 formative grade

� If this assignment is handed in after the 30th, it will be subject to the Summer Creek late work policy:   

Assignments and tests must be completed and turned in on the assigned date in order to receive full credit unless 

the student has been absent (see makeup work for more information). In an effort for the student’s work to 

reflect mastery of the content presented in the assignment, no more than 20 total points  (per late day) will be 

deducted for late work.

� The student will respond to all of the questions, unless an option is given, indicated by OR,  for each of the 

components of P.E.R.S.I.A.  

� All answers require an element of research and textual evidence for support.

� It is the expectation that all responses will be constructed in complete sentences that exhibit various levels of 

critical thinking and thoughtfulness, each of which will show an accomplished understand of either of the texts.

� The final requirement for the assignment is that the finished product will be typed, adhere to  MLA format which 

can be found at the Purdue Owl website and be submitted on time. 
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